Anaesthesia for laparoscopy. A comparison of five techniques including propofol, etomidate, thiopentone and isoflurane.
This is a report about five anaesthetic techniques for laparoscopy. Propofol and etomidate were used for total intravenous anaesthesia. Propofol, etomidate and thiopentone were used as induction agents prior to inhalational anaesthesia with isoflurane and nitrous oxide. Fentanyl was used for analgesia. Induction with propofol and thiopentone was rapid. Etomidate induction was characterised by myoclonus. Maintenance was smooth with inhalational anaesthesia. Of the groups that received total intravenous anaesthesia, propofol provided stable anaesthesia but required extra bolus doses. Recovery was the most rapid following total intravenous anaesthesia with propofol. Postoperative side effects were much lower after propofol. No difference was observed between the groups with regard to changes in arterial blood pressure and heart rate.